49, lewport Road,
SAFFRON WALDEL

4,10. 87.

Dear Roger,

Here is the letter from Mr. Davis. I hope you will be able
to supnly him with a copy of ths history he wantsof Walden's Society.
Refer him, too, of Monijague Benton's article in the Essex Review, which
he might be able to get through his own local library.

o e

After I left you on the telephone, I remembered the article
I wrote in 1961 about the Pitstows. I send you a copy if you would like
to have it and pass round to-day's ringers. The second copy is for the
Society records in case I didn't give Alfred or Len one at the time.
If there is one there, perhans Jean Sanderson would like to have it to
remember her time with St. Mary's Bells.

In 1971 I wrote an article about the '"Bell Rope Field}fin
Isolation Hospital Lane. I am very disapoointed I have only one copy left.
I have on my file the enclosed scruffy pages 1-3 & the two maps. The
Bell Rope Field which Alfred told me ahout, is the photostabt olan 12-ded
church Laad. In my sole copy, Jean Sanderson is mentioned & 1 have no
doubt that, through Len, she was consulted about provision of bell ropes.
I am confident the Bell Rope Field was included in the "Privi&; e Shoot"”
0ld Francis Robinson, Town Clerk before my old chief Wm. Adams, W “V1Eﬁ‘r4
recorded in my Scrap Book and my History of Walden Charities. Would you
please look in the box and verify whether there is a copy of the article
there. If not, I will have a photocopy made . The Bell Rope Field is
built on now I suppose but it is part of your Society history.

Do you have difficulty to-day to get new bell ropes?

dre they regarded as being the responsibility of the Society?
Let me remember the rimgers of my Castle Street days and later, especially
Alfred & Len Pitstow, Bob Strong & Walter Parish, by contributing to your
funds. The bells gave me a lot of pleasure when I lived in Castle St.
opposite Vicar's Lane, under the shadow of Church Tower and Spire, when
I could hear the bells then.

Yours sin N
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SAFFRON WALDEN BOROUGH

"CHURCH FIELD", alias "HANGMANS CLOSE" alias "BELL ROPE
FIELD" in Well Green Lane now Hill Top Lane.

-

49, cwport Road, H, C. STACEY
SAFFRON WALDEN

October, 1971



"CHURCH FIELD", alias "HANGMANS CLOSE" alias "BELL ROPE
FIELD" in Well Green Lane now Hill Tep Lane.

In 1962 the late Mr. Alfred E. Pitstow told me that when
he took ever from his father, the Treasurership of the
Saffron Walden Society of Change Ringers, there existed a
Charity for the provision of new bell roges, which charity
derived its revenue from a field called the "Bell Rope Field",
lying south of the Isolation Hospital.

The late Mr. Geoffrey Barnard (Vicar's Warden) informed me
that there were no title deeds relating to this land mor was
there anything known of the existence of a charity issuing
out of it.

The Charity Commissioners ina report they made in 1868,
stated that "there is a piece of arable land called "The
Church Field" containing 4a. 29p. belonging to this parish
which is let by the Churchwardens to a yearl; tenant at £10
a year but it is not known how it was acquired."

The land was sold in 1969 to George Wimpey & Son Ltd.,
fer building purposes for £30,000 and the Charity Commissioners
informed me that the proceeds of sale "will remain the
rermanent endowment of the charity" notwithstanding the fact
that nothing was known of the existence of a charity if e
exclude the Church itself.

Referring recently to certain Church papers in the
Corporation archives in the o0ld Council Chamber over the
south porch of the Parish Church, I came across, quite by
accident, a plan headed "Church Land" showing a field,
bounded by a road on the north and west sides, with no
description or other information to identify it except that
it contained "4a. Or. Op."but I recognised it immediately as
the field Mr. Pitstow had called the "Bell Rope Field" . with
the plan were two parchment documents, one dated Sep. 24,181%
entitled "Articles belonging to the Church at Saffron Walden"
and containing a list of "Benefactions to the Church" and the
other a "Terrier" taken on the 14 June, 1810 of 21l Buildings,
Glebe Lands etc., copies of which are attached.

The three pieces of land mentioned in the "Articles" total
32. 3r. Op. and as the "Act of Inclosure" mentioned was passed
in 1812, the year before, I searched the Inclosure Award of
1823 made under that Act, with the following result:-

Page 23. Archer John, in exchange with the Churchwardens
Oa. 1r. ék

"And we have set out and allotted and do hereby award in
exchange unto and for the said John Archer as copyhold of the
said Manor of Chirping Walaen, One plot or parcel of land or
ground being part of the said old inclosure called "Hangman's
Gdose" containing one rood and eight perches, bounded on the
north and east by part of Well Green Lane allotted and hercin-
after awarded to th: said John Archer, on the south by the szid
0old inclosure called Mannings and on the west by part of an old
inclosure allotted and herein awarded in exchange and the re-
maining part of the said old inclosure called Hangmans belon, irn.
to the Churchwardens of the Parish of Saffron Walden aforeszic’

++«+se (Fencing and tithes)
and which said plot of land and tithes are awarded unto and for
the said John Archer from the estate of the said Churchward.ns
in_exchange for a plot of land part of an old inelosure called
"Great Readings" containing ome rood & eight perches & the Great

Tithes thereof herecinafter awarded to them the said Churchwardens
as freehold. 1




g Page 25. John Archer in exchange Oa. 1lr. Op. with
Lord Braybrooke.

Awarded in exchange unto and for John Archer as
freehold One plot of land being part of Well Green Lans
containing One rood bounded on the north by other part of the
said Lane next the Pest House and on all other parts by old
inclosures belonging to and land allotted to and hereinbe-
fore awarded to said John Archer.

(Note:- Although the 1758 Map in the Borough archives
shows Hangman's Closc as including this One rood, it is
described above as part of Well Green Lane and was exchanged
by Lord Braybrooke to whom, presumably, it belonged, for
27p. in Castle Cross Shot dealt with on Pages 46-47.

It would thus appear that the Churchwardens exchanged
the land marked "A" on my attached plan containing one rood
for the area Oa. lr. 8p. marked "B".)

Page 41. Lord Braybrooke in exchange with the Churchwardens
Oa. 3r. 15p.

Award in exchange unto Lord Braybrooke one plot of land
called "Morris's Harp" containing 3r. 15p. bounded on thc
north and east by an old inclosure allotted to Lord B. from
James Searle on the S.E. by Holmer Cross Lane and on the
west by Lt. Walden Road which last described plot of land -
awarded to Lord B. from the Churchwardens by direction of
John Nichols in exchange for part of an old inclosure awarc-
ed to said Churchwardens by John Nichols.

Page 46-47 Lord Braybrooke in exchange with John Archer
Oa. Or. 27p.

Plot in Castle Cross Shot containing 27p. bounded om the
south by Holmer Cross Lane and on the west and north by
"Pear Tree Close" awarded to Lord Braybroake from John
Archer in exchange for plot of land rart of Well Green Lanc-
(See note above at foot of entry on page 25. These two
exchanges appear not to be part of the Church land exchunge-
Holmer Cross Lane is to-day known as Byrds Farm Lane.)

Pages 51-52. Churchwardens in exchange with John Nichols, John
Archer and Lord Braybrooke la. 3Irs 27ps

One plot of land part of an old inclosure called Grezt
Readings containing la. 3r. 27p. bounded on the N by land
belonging to the Churchwardens on part of the & by the said
plot of land being part of Hangmans Close allotted & herein-
before awarded in exchange from the estate of the Church-
wardens to John Archer on the remaining part of the & and ~
part of the S by an old inclosure belonging to said John
Archer and on remaining part of the S and on the W by the
remaining part of the said inclosure called Great Readings.
¢eese (fencing)

And on which said plot of land lr. 8p. part thereof &
the tithes thercof are awarded unto znd for the Church-
wardens from the estate of John Nichols by the direction of
said John Archer in exchange for part of a plot of land
parcel of said old inclosure called Hangmens Close & the
tithes thercof allotted & hercinbefore awarded in exchange
from the estate of the said Churchwerdens unto said John
Archer & 2r. 8p. other part thercof & the tithes thercof
are awardeéd to Churchwardsns from John Nichols in exchange
for open ficld property included in allotment hercinzafter
awzrded to said John Nichols & tithes thercof and 1la.Or.llp.
other part & residue thereof .... are awarded unto & for
them the said Churchwardens from the estate of said Lord B
in exchange for said plot of land called "Morris's Harp"
«+... herzinbe fore awarded in exchange from the estate of
said Churchwsrdens to said Lord Brzybrooke
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